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Operation Overview

Operation Route 66 (Operation 66) is a targeted, multi-agency law
enforcement initiative focused on combating open-air fentanyl use, reducing
street-level crime, and providing a sustained law enforcement presence in
high-need areas of the city’s Southeast region. Launched in response to rising
drug activity and increasing concerns over community safety, the operation is
designed to disrupt fentanyl distribution networks, deter criminal behavior,
and foster engagement with impacted neighborhoods. Led by the Bernalillo
County District Attorney’s Office, the initiative involved close collaboration
with the New Mexico State Police, Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Office, and New
Mexico Probation and Parole. A dedicated team within the District Attorney’s
Office was also assigned to track every case and outcome resulting from the
operation.

This initiative was funded under the General Appropriations Act of 2023
(HB2) through the Warrant Enforcement Fund, and enabled sustained patrol
operations, overtime specialty-enforcement efforts, and enhanced inter-
agency collaboration. A data-driven approach guided the deployment of
resources, with real-time crime analysis used to identify hotspots, prioritize
enforcement, and adjust tactics as needed.

Operational efforts included narcotics enforcement, warrant service,
targeted arrests, and direct community outreach. The initiative focused
particularly on the Central International District, identified as a high-crime
zone based on recent data and selected for concentrated enforcement activity.

The initial phase of Operation Route 66 was conducted between the dates of
February 17, 2025, and July 28, 2025. The following key outcomes of those
short 18-weeks include:

e Over 950 arrests, including 11 violent homicide offenders,
significantly reducing threats to public safety.

e Nearly 850 outstanding warrants cleared, advancing justice and
restoring accountability in unresolved cases.

e 330 offenders arrested had pending cases, underscoring the ongoing
challenge of recidivism and highlighting the critical need for increased
drug treatment for individuals with pending criminal cases.



e 28/ offenders were arrested for probation violations, showing over
two-thirds of the people taken into custody were on some level of
supervision at the time of their arrest.

¢ 83 stolen vehicles recovered, disrupting theft rings and returning
property to rightful owners.

e 69 illegal or stolen firearms seized, reducing the risk of gun-related
violence.

e Nearly 36,000 fentanyl pills confiscated, directly supporting overdose
prevention and harm reduction.

e 1,337.81 grams of methamphetamine seized, impacting local drug
trafficking and supporting addiction-related intervention efforts.

e /416 new felony cases were initiated, with many of them given the
opportunity for diversionary treatment options, supervised by the
Second Judicial District Attorney’s Office’s Pre-prosecution Diversion
Program (PPD).

e Confronting the substance abuse epidemic: 203 of the 416 initiated
felony cases (approximately 50%) involved possession of a controlled
substance and/or trafficking of a controlled substance, a telling
statistic that the substance abuse epidemic within the County of
Bernalillo is not on a decline, but rather, booming.

Throughout the initiative, continuous data collection and crime trend
analysis ensured that enforcement remained focused, measurable, and
transparent. Ultimately, Operation Route 66 aimed not only to restore order
and improve public health outcomes, but also to rebuild community trust and
reinforce the role of law enforcement as a stabilizing presence in affected
neighborhoods.

Funding

Operation Route 66 was funded under the General Appropriation Act of 2023
(HB2) through the Warrant Enforcement Fund (WEF). Approximately S1.1
million was expended to cover operational costs for participating law
enforcement personnel. This targeted investment was essential to



maintaining a continuous police presence and rapid response capacity
throughout the operation.

Executing Operation 66

The operation concentrated on a defined area in the southeastern portion of
the city, with particular emphasis on the Central International District. This
area was identified through recent crime analysis as a hotspot requiring
targeted enforcement and focused resource allocation.

According to statistical data from the APD’s Real-Time Crime Center (RTCC),
the Southeast Area Command reported significantly higher crime levels
compared to neighboring area commands. Notably, it recorded the highest
number of narcotics violations and the second-highest number of assaults.
Based on these findings, the Southeast Area Command was selected as the
focus of Operation 66, with the aim of achieving the greatest possible impact
in reducing drug-related crime.
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Amid rising challenges from violent crime and drug-related offenses in
Bernalillo County, our recent law enforcement initiative has produced
significant results reflecting our officers' and partner agencies' unwavering
commitment, coordination, and dedication. Through a multifaceted and



intelligence-led operation, we have made measurable progress in enhancing
public safety and disrupting criminal networks.

Operation 66 averaged 100 officers weekly, with 17 specialty units working in

the designated operation zone. Units operated under the jurisdiction and
authority of their agency’s command, as applicable to the Operation 66
directive.
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Performance Metrics

1. Datawas tracked on the number of total arrests, the number of individuals
with warrants, the type of warrant (felony, misdemeanor, or both), the
number of warrants cleared in total, the stolen vehicles recovered, the
firearms seized, the narcotics collected, and the location of the arrest.

2. Narcotics were broken down into five major categories (fentanyl,
methamphetamine, cocaine, heroin, prescription), with the option for
officers to include “other” if needed. Amounts were tracked by weight in
kilograms, grams, and the number of pills.

3. Additionally, tracking included documenting the location of each arrest to
identify and focus on areas with higher arrest activity.



Results

During this targeted operation, over 950 arrests were executed, including the
apprehension of 11 individuals wanted for murder. This effort removed violent
offenders, habitual criminals, and individuals with outstanding legal
obligations from our communities. These arrests represent not just statistical
success but a measurable reduction in the threat of continued criminal activity
within the designated enforcement zone.

Nearly 850 outstanding arrest warrants were cleared, providing resolution
and accountability in hundreds of previously unresolved cases. Each cleared
warrant represents a step toward justice for victims and reinforces the
efficiency and credibility of our judicial process.

Notably, 330 of the individuals arrested had active pending cases, and 284
were taken into custody for probation violations. In total, 614 of the over 950
individuals arrested during Operation Route 66 were under some form of
supervision at the time of their arrest. This high rate of real-time recidivism
highlights the urgent need for accessible support services, including
voluntary inpatient drug treatment, for individuals seeking to overcome
addiction and break the cycle of repeated criminal behavior.

Felony: 561

@ Misdemeanor: 88

Both: 22




Violent Crime

Despite reports showing that violent crime is declining, Bernalillo County
still struggles with a level of violent crime that remains too high and
unacceptable. Throughout the execution of Operation Route 66, eleven (11)
offenders were apprehended on new first degree murder charges.

Additional violent crime apprehensions include:

e 1 - Probation Violation warrant for a Second-Degree Murder conviction
e 2 - Vehicular Homicides

e 1 - Child Abuse

e 1 - Criminal Sexual Penetration of a Minor (Under 13 years of age)

e 1 - Manufacturing Child Pornography

e 1 - Serial Rapist

e 7 - Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon

e 8 - Aggravated Battery with a Deadly Weapon or Great Bodily Harm

e 52 - Aggravated Fleeing from a Law Enforcement Officer.

Continued initiatives through Operation Route 66 support crime reduction
efforts by keeping pressure on repeat offenders, removing dangerous
individuals from the community, and disrupting networks that fuel violent
crime. Operation Route 66 sends a clear message that violent criminal activity
will not be tolerated and that law enforcement remains committed to
restoring safety across the county.

Property Crime

The recovery of 83 stolen vehicles reflects the strength of our investigative
and surveillance units. This outcome not only restores valuable property to
rightful owners but also disrupts organized theft rings—networks that often
serve as entry points into larger criminal enterprises.

Additionally, 69 illegally possessed or stolen firearms were removed from
the streets. Each firearm seized is a potentially life-saving intervention and a
proactive measure to reduce violent crime and improve public safety.



Narcotics

A key achievement of this operation was the seizure of nearly 36,000
fentanyl pills, a synthetic opioid that continues to fuel overdose deaths across
the nation. This significant disruption to local trafficking networks directly
supports harm reduction efforts and saves lives.

Furthermore, over 1,337 grams of methamphetamine— a full kilogram—
were confiscated, delivering a serious blow to narcotics distribution and
advancing our efforts to reduce addiction-driven crime.

203 of the 416 initiated felony cases (approximately 50%) involved
possession of a controlled substance and/or trafficking of a controlled
substance, a telling statistic that the substance abuse epidemic within the
County of Bernalillo is not on a decline, but rather, booming. This operation’s
real-time crime statistics the data shows that the substance abuse epidemic
in New Mexico continues to be a key driver of crime. !

These results and real-time statistics demonstrate the importance of
continued support for targeted, intelligence-led initiatives aimed at
enhancing public safety and delivering justice throughout Bernalillo County.

Strategic Enforcement and Community Impact

As communities across New Mexico continue to face challenges when it
comes to addressing crime, this operation serves as a model of proactive and
effective policing. Rather than responding reactively, our teams engaged in
forward-leaning strategies, preventing criminal activity, safeguarding
communities, and reinforcing public confidence in law enforcement.

Operation Route 66 also targeted repeat offenders and chronic lawbreakers,
directly addressing recidivism, a key driver of persistent crime in vulnerable
communities. By focusing enforcement on individuals with multiple prior

! It is worth noting that since early 2024, the judiciary lost the ability to order that drug treatment programs be
sought and complied with by offenders as part of their conditions of release. This being said, individuals with very
obvious addictions also lost the ability to be held accountable for seeking and completing treatment programs often
used by the Court. The only option to the Court was post-adjudication (sentencing) requirements for treatment
services. However, the post-adjudication requirement for treatment did not address individuals who were in the
grips of addiction while their case was pending adjudication.



offenses, the operation disrupted cycles of reoffending and helped reduce the
long-term burden on the criminal justice system.

Community members and business owners in the Operation 66 area also
reported a noticeable improvement in their sense of safety and expressed
appreciation for law enforcement’s focus on individuals who were most
disruptive to their community. The multi-faceted success achieved here offers
a framework for future initiatives, highlighting the continued need for
investment in officer training, resource deployment, community
partnerships, and integrated technologies to sustain and expand progress.

While broader public safety challenges persist, the results of the initial half
of Operation Route 66 offer clear and compelling evidence that well-planned
and strategically executed enforcement initiatives can drive meaningful
change.

Legislative Considerations

Operation 66 serves as a real-time example of how proactive policing, warrant
enforcement, and targeted operations directly contribute to reducing crime,
particularly violent and drug-related offenses, while building community
trust and creating safer neighborhoods. This operation not only showed the
positive impact of law enforcement collaboration, but also underscored the
urgent need for additional resources to support individuals struggling with
mental health and substance use disorders, including adequate funding for
drug treatment courts.

Continued funding for these law enforcement initiatives ensures sustained
efforts to reduce outstanding warrants, remove dangerous individuals from
the community, and uphold accountability. The measurable successes of
Operation 66 provide strong justification for ongoing investment to maintain
and expand these positive outcomes.



